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~Thank You~
A HUGE Thank You to everyone who attended the annual conference on May 15th. If you have not yet submitted your evaluation please send it to H&V! 
Also, Thank You to our sponsors for their support of H&V and deaf/hard of hearing children!
Bronze Level:
-Advanced Bionics
-Cochlear America
-Disability Rights Oregon
-MedEl Corporation
-Lightspeed Technology
-Strada Communications
  
Friend Level:
-AG Bell Oregon Chapter
-Artz Center for Develpomental Health and Audiology
-Butte Publications
-Early Hearing Detection and Intervention
-Look Mom I Can Read
-Oregon School for the Deaf
-Portland Loves Signing
-Sweet Pea Preschool
-Tucker Maxon Oral School
  
A special thank you to Vero Design for the design of the t-shirts, Wesco Marketing for printing the t-shirts and MoShapes for the marketing materials!
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A Recipe for Success
 
1 parent = fruitcake
2 parents = fruitcake and a friend
3 parents = troublemakers
5 parents = let's have a meeting
10 parents = we'd better listen
25 parents = our dear friends
50 = one powerful organization
Books! Books! Books!
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Books for all kiddos offer escape, adventure, learning opportunities, memories, and the ability to learn language. Irregardless of what mode of communication you use with your child, keep books in their life! During the summer, libraries across the state offer fun challenges for kids to keep reading!
Upcoming Picnics!
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Eugene:
Family Picnic at a park on June 5th! Contact Janet at:
timandjanet@earthlink.net

Portland:
In August there will be an annual picnic in the Portland area at 
Happy Valley Park.
  More details to follow!
 Sara Robertson 
sjsatcher@msn.com
 is also coordinating a carpool from the
 Eugene area. 
Dear Hands & Voices Community,

What a conference we had! I love these conferences; I learn so much and I already have ideas for sessions that need to be included in next year's conference. What I also love about these conferences is that parents reach out to each other, offering support, lending equipment, sharing resources. It's invaluable when this happens. I also love the dialogue that occurs in some of the sessions, and we had some heated, interesting dialogue that opened some minds, inspired further thinking, is still being discussed, and gave others some good food for future thought!
 
For those of you in attendance, you may have recognized my vulnerability when stating that I used to have a hard time using the word 'deaf' when it came to my daughter's hearing loss. I was personally surprised by how emotional and meaningful that one little word was to me as I was admitting out loud for the first time to a roomful of strangers that I didn't like saying "deaf". Deaf. For some it's just a word. For many it's who they are. For hearing parents, this one little word can be scary, new to their vocabulary, a reminder that their child is different from them, it brings them to the 'unknown'. 
 
Deaf. My girls are deaf. They are also smart, funny, silly, caring, generous, snuggly. Oh, and they have cute little girl butts! Deaf. Why is it that this part of them stands out the most? Why is it this one word raises so much controversy, so much angst? And if I really want to talk about controversy, then I just need to change the word to 'cochlear implant'! The use of hearing aids amongst hard of hearing individuals doesn't seem to entice such controversy. Why is that? But cochlear implants can bring hostility, the eviction of someone from the deaf community. 
 
At the conference, former H&V board member, Janet Johanson, stated that her bilateral cochlear implants are a "tool", similar to using the myriad of other technological tools available to deaf/hard of hearing individuals. As a parent, I have always looked at cochlear implants as a tool my girls can use to communicate with, be a part of the greater community with. They are still deaf. They just have this incredible technology that let's them talk and sing and hear birds sing. 
 
So this brings me to the next paragraph of thoughts (or ramblings, as some of you might consider this!).... How will my girls feel in the future? Will they feel like they are part of the deaf world or hearing world? Or, because they were implanted young, attend school with hearing kids and kids with hearing loss and are part of the H&V community, will that line become blurred? No one can tell me what life will be like for my kids. It is only in the last few years that kids have been getting implants so early. 
 
Question: should they define their life as being deaf or hearing? Or should they define their life by the type of women they are going to be, the role they will play in our community, in the world? Call me naïve (and I very well might be when it comes to this!), but as their parent I want their lives to be defined by the person they will grow up to be. I want them to do amazing things with their lives. I want them to make a difference. And I think their being deaf and using cochlear implants will make them better women, will make them more attuned to the world. 
 
I know their deafness has made me a better person and I thank them for that. 
 
My girls are deaf. I am grateful. They are healthy, they are smart, they are fun to be with. As some incredible deaf adults have told me, I am making too much of this. Maybe I am. But as I meet more parents and deaf individuals, I come up with more questions. My experience with deafness is limited; I have more to learn.
 
Deaf. I no longer feel threatened by this one word. 
 
Helen Cotton Leiser - Executive Director
 

Portland Area Parent Group BBQ
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June 5th, 2010
Saturday
11AM

Join us for a special parent group in Portland! All families are invited! One of our families has offered to have a BBQ at their house for the H&V families!

Burgers, Veggie Burgers, Hot Dogs, and Drinks will be provided...please bring a side dish or dessert to share.

Location: McManigal Family Home
18221 SE Swanson Lane, Milwaukie, OR 9726

(Directions from Highway 99/McLoughlin Blvd. Go east on Hull St. go over 2 speed bumps and turn right into unmarked street (Swanson Lane) after the teal house. If you reach Portland Ave.
you went too far.)
RSVP: off2holland@hotmail.com or 503.730.9615

Eat Cupcakes and Support H & V of Oregon!
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Cupcake Jones, a local business in the Pearl District will donating 5% of their proceeds on June 15th to H&V. What a great way to support a local business and H&V! Oh, and if you haven't yet tried one (or more!) of their cupcakes, you have missed out! Plan your events to purchase cupcakes on that day! They also offer vegan and dog friendly cupcakes!!

www.cupcakejones.net
view their menu!!

307 NW 10th

Portland 97209


Online Course
Child Abuse and Neglect in children with a disability occurs at an alarming rate. As a parent this is a really hard thing to think about. But we must. Professionals working with children with a disability always have to consider a child's well being and safety. 

  

Dr. Harold Johnson, Professor at Michigan State University has been working diligently at raising awareness about this issue. He is now offering a 3 credit course in the fall. Only registrants will be allowed to take the course. For more information please go to:

Click Here for Online Course Information
Hamlet
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The Shakespeare Festival has a sign interpreted performance of Hamlet. Come watch Internationally acclaimed, Theater for the Deaf actor, Howie Seago perform.  Teens and young adults, ages 13 - 21, who are deaf or hard of hearing are invited to travel to Ashland on Friday, July 23rd and spend the night at Southern Oregon University in dorm rooms. On Saturday, July 24th, we will have a backstage tour which explores the history, design and technology of repertory theatre. We will visit three auditoriums, the Display Room and the area behind the Elizabethan Stage.  We will then attend the sold out play, "Hamlet".  Fee includes transportation, overnight accommodations, backstage tour pass and tickets to the matinee performance of "Hamlet". Some meals will be included as well. Adult supervision will be provided as well as sign language interpretation.  
July 23rd & 24th
Leave from Hilyard Community Center 2580 Hilyard St., Eugene
Leave: 5:00pm Friday /  Return: 10:00pm Saturday
Fee: $125 includes transportation, overnight accommodations, backstage tour, theater ticket and adult supervision.  Scholarships Available!
Contact: Patty Prather at 541-682-6365    patty.l.prather@ci.eugene.or.us
Kids Camp in Eugene
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The city of Eugene Recreation Services is offering a 5 day summer camp experience! This camp welcomes children who are deaf and hard of hearing and their siblings, ages 4-12. Activities will include recreational games, arts and crafts, drama, and much more. Camp will be held at Washington Park, 2025 Washington St. in Eugene. There will also be a Hands & Voices potluck after the camp on Friday, Aug. 13, at 5:30 p.m. at Washington Park. The kids will perform.

August 9th - August 13th
9am - 1pm
Eugene Summer Camp
Parent Resource Group at Oregon School for the Deaf
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Wednesdays
6:30 - 8:00pm
Oregon School for the Deaf
www.osd.k12.or.us
Eugene



Please attend OSD's FREE Wednesday night Parent Resource Group.  This group is held weekly in the library from 6:30 - 8:00 pm.  There will be an interpreter available.  This is an opportunity for parents of deaf/hard of hearing children to meet together, gain stronger signing skills, glean helpful tips from knowledgeable staff, and share resources.  Please bring your children and enjoy ASL storytelling, social playtime, and a chance to meet other parents with Deaf children. Questions? Contact:
Sharla Jones
Phone: 503.378.3078
Email: sharla.jones@state.or.us
ASL Practice Group in Eugene
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Sundays
1:30 - 3:30
Eugene Coffee Company
1840 Chambers St.
Eugene



Our practice group is every Sunday from 1:30 - 3:30 at the Eugene Coffee Company.  The only exceptions will be for the Silent Picnics this summer at Jasper State Park.  These practice groups are kid friendly and lots of fun! Questions? Contact:
aslpirateswj@yahoo.com
Forms of Communication
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Parents are always questioning what form of communication is the best option for their child. Often parents start with form of communication then have to change it, for a variety of reasons. Keep trying a form of communication until you find one that works! Here is some information about communication:



American Sign Language
- is its own language, with its own rules of grammar and sentence structure.
- ASL is a visual language, very expressive, using hand shapes, body movements, gestures, facial expressions, and other visual cues to form its words.
- The 4th most commonly used language in the US.
- there are several studies that indicate children using ASL will not be delayed in literacy or in using the spoken English language.
 
Cued Speech
- Uses the mouth and hands to give a visual 
- good for individuals unable to receive sufficient input for language and literacy development.
- Easy to learn.
 
Signing Exact English
- matches signs with English language.
- when learned at an early age, children are able to learn all the idiocies of the English language.
- allows children with residual hearing or CI's to see what they are hearing.
- easy to learn.
- most of the signs are common to ASL.
- used really as a first language that is the foundation for learning a 2nd language
Auditory-Verbal
- listening is the primary way to learn language.
- technology is used to aid children; CI's, HA's, FM's
- no signs are used
- want to ensure that the professionals working with the child are AVT certified.
- goal to have the child speaking/understanding on par with their hearing peers.
 
Auditory-Oral
 - teaches children to use hearing and speech to learn spoken language.
- signs are not used.
-professional needs to be trained in A-O therapy.
- goal is for child to enter mainstream once foundation of language, social and cognitive development have occurred.
- technology is used to aid child; CI's, HA's, FM's
 
Total Communication
 - incorporates all means of communication; formal signs, natural gestures, finger spelling, listening, body language, lip reading, speech.
- children use technology to aid them; CI's, HA's
- more of a philosophy not a methodology = will look different for each child.
-often confused with Simultaneous Communication which uses speech and signs simultaneously.
- Problem with TC is that it is often the teacher who dictates how TC will be used, rather than looking at the need of the individual child. This means that a teacher may be predisposed to using sign language and focus enough on oral communication to develop that side of language. Therefore, parents must ask a lot of questions of the professionals working with child.
- child does not get a complete grasp of either signing of oral language. 

FM Questions?
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Learn about some of the reasons to use an FM system:
Click Here
An interactive FM tool:

Click Here
More Information on FMs and Cochlear Implants:

Click Here
Resources
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* Early Hearing Detection and Intervention 
bridget.r.roemmich@state.or.us
For information on newborn hearing screen and the hearing aid loaner bank.
Contact EHDI Coordinator at 971-673-0251 

* Hands & Voices National www.handsandvoices.org
This link will provide you with additional advocacy information and support services. 

* Oregon school for the Deaf www.osd.k12.or.us
OSD offers education from kindergarten through 12th grade, residential and day use for children using ASL, cochlear implants and hearing aids. 

* Tucker Maxon Oral School www.tmos.org
For families who would like to offer their children an oral education with typically hearing children. 

Deaf Culture:
* National Association for the Deaf www.nad.org

* DeafLinx deaflinx.com

Professional Contacts:
* The Artz Center for Developmental Health and Audiology www.artzcenter.org

* Eugene Hearing and Speech www.eugenehearingspeech.org
For a full list of resources, please visit our website at www.handsandvoicesor.org
Do have a story to share about your experience of being a deaf/hard of hearing parent or parenting a child with a hearing loss? If so, we'd love to publish is in our next newsletter! Please contact Helen at helen@handsandvoicesor.org with your story!
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