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Quick Links

"Deafness is a sensory
difference. It only
becomes a disability
when the educational
system fails the child
and family."
--Christine Yoshinaga-
Itano, Ph.D.

Oregon School for the
Deaf's Annual Middle
School Conference is
being held April 19 -
22" at Oregon School for
the Deaf! It's a free
conference for students 11 -
15 years of age. They stay in
the dormitories over night,
partake in workshops to
develop leadership skills
and get to meet other deaf
or hard of hearing students
their age from all over
Oregon. Signers, non-
signers - all are welcome!
For more information go to
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Run for Hands & Voices
May 14, 2011

Join us for our first annual Run for H&V! We are going to run
in Champoeg State Park and enjoy an an out and back course
along the beautiful bike trails. Check www.reasontorun for
more information and to register today!

Use this event as a goal to start your summer or fill in your
training for a summer marathon. If you are starting out
running or walking as part of a more active lifestyle or using
the baby jogger to hit the trails or roads, come and join us.
Better yet, if you just want to support H&V come out and
have some fun! All proceeds supports H&V's efforts to support
deaf/hard of hearing children around the state and their
families. The run/walk is open to anyone and everyone! Bring
your friends!

Interested in being a sponsor? Individuals and businesses are
welcome to sponsor. Contact Helen at
helen@handsandvoicesor.org for more information.

Champoeg Park

8:30am start
1 mile family run, 5K, 10k

| FAPE vs. BEST: 5
Oops! Someone used the word
| "BEST" :

By Janet DesGeorges
For parents who are trained to be effective advocates for their children in the
educational system, one of the first rules they learn is to omit the word 'best’ from
their vocabulary when seeking to implement a service or support in their child's IEP.
Why? The Individual Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires that special education
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students and a tremendous amount of responsibility and we respect that. We are
not asking you to do our work. Share your lessons plans and your goals for the class
and like you, we will prepare with needed concept, clarity, vocabulary needs.......
because of this working relationship, just like your hearing students, your deaf
students will enjoy and learn the lesson. We make an awesome team."
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: What's the take-away here? Parents and teachers can use this information to inform
; |EP team discussions about the improving the efficacy of mainstreaming, getting an
; interpreter adequate preparation through vocabulary lists, teacher notes, textbook
1 readings, discussing how a student can fully participate under special circumstances
1 such as auditory tasks, "racing to answer" tasks, group discussions and presentations
I by other students. The need for notetaking services came up several times in the

I comments. Encouraging a general education teacher to take full ownership of their

! deaf or hard of hearing students is a common theme in the mainstream environment
: as well. Let's give those special considerations their due problem solving time in a

| child's educational planning that they merit. -~

|
-

: Mahatma Gandhi said "We must be the change we want to see in the world."
, What is happening here is not the result of a bureaucracy at work. It is the

; hard work of many individuals who have recognized that we must honor

1 children and families and create a better life for children as they learn

1 and grow. We are talking about a diverse statewide community where all

I children can thrive. ~
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I “The group providing this information is not endorsed or sponsored by Portland Public Schools. District
I policy prohibits discrimination on the basis of age, color, creed, disability, marital status,national

I origin, race, religion, sex, and sexual orientation. BP 1.80.020. Not all outside groups comply with the
I District's non-discrimination policy. Families are strongly encouraged to review all materials closely.”
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