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 Dear Hands & Voices Family, 

Another summer is done. Remorse... and relieved that none of our four cochlear implants ended up in a pool or left in the grass somewhere! 

Summer has a tendency to bring so much change in my girls. Not only do they physically grow so much but their language development seems to triple. Clearly all the swimming isn't doing anything for their language development since they can't hear in the pool, so it must be all the playing they get to do. 

Recently I was asked by my EI provider about my experience as a parent. She had video taped me playing with my youngest and had me look at it to see what I was doing right. (By the way.... This is a great tool! We have done this before and regardless of communication mode this is a great way for you to see as the parent what is and isn't working with your child. You will be amazed at what you uncover!!) Going through this experience the second time around as the parent teaching my daughter language is different in many ways, and not in others. In considering my EI Providers questions it was a relief to really feel the calm within. Repeating a word 10 times in one minute has become second nature; I can actually do it in a way that seems natural! With Mikaylin, early on I decided to take the time to learn about her; what she likes, how she prefers to learn and how we can 'work' together to make learning enjoyable for her. There is always an 'agenda' of what I think she should learn, but we do it in a way that gives her an opportunity to participate and direct our activity. Invariably, though, she teaches me; what she needs to learn and ways in which she can learn it! Actually she teaches me so much more but that is another subject!!

Parents, our EI Providers show us ways in which to play with our children, they show us ways to incorporate language in everything (at least they should be. Oh, and they should be on the floor with our babes during home visits modeling play with our kids!). With my oldest daughter it felt so overwhelming for the longest time. I want to urge those of you newer on your journey to relax, get to know your child, have fun playing with them! And you know what, its okay if you don't get 10 books in a day or spend 20 minutes in active "language development" play. We have turned potty time into language fun, emptying the dishwasher into fun, and even walking up the stairs we have sung a song about walking up the stairs!! They just want you to communicate with them, and it doesn't matter what mode of communication it is, they just wan to connect. So have fun with it! It's like the kitchen floor; it REALLY needs to be cleaned, but the sun has been out for 3 months...!! Yes, your babe needs to learn language, and your EI Provider has given you some activities to focus on but sometimes those activities can be set aside (like the kitchen floor!) so you can enjoy you babe. 

It's fall, and for many it's IFSP/IEP time and/or review time. Please ensure you know your rights. If something doesn't feel right, then it's not right. You are a participant in these meetings and in the setting of goals for your child. My girls are in the best school for them right now and I used to think we could sit back and not participate, but that is not the case. It is important for you to be involved at every stage, at every age. 

Across the state Special Education is being cut 3%. That means services are being cut. It also means that more children with a hearing loss will be considered ineligible for services. Your EI Provider will do all they can; trust me, they are not happy about these cuts! The decision to cut services comes at a higher level and as a parent you have a voice and you can use your voice to express how you feel about the budget cuts and services. Right now, today, you have a child(ren) to take care of. If you are unsure about how to participate in an IFSP/IEP, call us. A Parent Guide will happily attend the meetings with you, or get you prepared ahead of time. 

Happy fall! May this be a great school year for you and your kiddos! We look forward to seeing you at some H&V events this year!

Helen Cotton Leiser

Executive Director


	Thank YOU!!   

A HUGE thank you to Sweet Pea Pre-School for hosting a great fundraiser for H&V! They raised over $300 which will go towards advocacy and education for parents around the state.  


Scholarship Opportunity! 

 

The American Association on Health and Disability (AAHD) is accepting
applications for its 2011 scholarship program. Applicants must have a
documented disability, be majoring in a field related to disability and
health, and be enrolled in undergraduate or graduate school. The deadline
for applications is November 15, 2010.
<https://nc.agbell.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aahd.
us&srcid=6023&srctid=1&erid=723146> Click here to learn more about the AAHD
scholarship program.
.
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Congratulations to Board Members Bridget Roemmich and Elsa Nelson on the birth of their sons in July and early September! 
 

iPhone Captioning!! 
 
The Captionfish iPhone application is now available in the US! You can
learn more about this at  <http://www.captionfish.com/iphone/>
http://www.captionfish.com/iphone/  .  If you have an iPhone or iPod Touch,
you can proceed to iTunes from the Download link on that page. You can now watch captioned trailers, find showtimes, movies & theater details while on the go. Many hours of hard work went into it to make this possible. Many thanks to our colleagues at the Described & Captioned Media Program for their role in making this happen!

	Secretary Needed!!! 

Hands & Voices is looking for a new secretary to join the board! If you are wanting to get involved please contact Debbie at info@handsandvoicesor.org for an application and more information!  


	Early Intervention: The Parent Perspective
A Parents Wish List for Early Interventionists 
We wish for Choices : 
· Unbiased information about communication options. 
· Provide us with the information we need to make well informed decisions. 
· Respect the choices that families make. Let us, the parents, make the final decision. 
We wish for Information: 
· When we ask for your professional opinion, don't be afraid to give it..but please don't deliver your opinion in "absolutes". 
· Give us books, pamphlets, phone numbers, support groups, anything that will be helpful to us in understanding our child's hearing loss and where to find help. Please don't feel threatened by outside organizations. 
· If we ask a question, and you don't have the answer, help us find the resources where we can find the answer. 
· As children and parents grow, their choices and need for information grows. 
Parent/Professional Partnership 
A Checklist for Attitudes 
· Do I believe that families bring unique expertise to our relationship? 
· Do I believe in the importance of family participation in decision making for early intervention? 
· Do I believe that family members' perspectives and opinions are as important as professionals? 
Parent/Professional Partnership 
· Parents should drive the process. 
· Early Intervention ultimately comes down to "relationship" 
· Trust is established through a basic premise of respect toward the parents, their values, and culture. 
Choices in Communication 
Its about COMMUNICATION, not methodology... 
 
"What good does it do to teach a child to speak, if you give him nothing to say?"
or 
"Deafness is not about hearing, but about communication" 
· Choosing a method is a process that is flexible, ongoing, and changeable. 
· Early Identification of Deafness allows families a window of time to explore communication options. 
· The communication mode you choose is less significant in itself than how well it suits a particular child 
 

	The IEP Meeting  
 
Tactics to Use:

1. Never lose your temper!!

2. Stay focused!

3. Be persistent.

4. DONT'T go alone!

5. Don't sign the IEP at the meeting; review it at home first.

 

Preparing for Your Meeting:

1. Repair any deteriorated realtionships with people who will attend the meeting. 

2. Develop relationships wth other parents active in your school and community.

3. Write a "vision" statement for your child's development, education, and life.

 

Weeks Before the Meeting: 

1. Find out who will be attending the IEP. Have a friend (Parent Guide) take notes for you.

2. Observe your child. Brainstorm strengths and weaknesses.

3. Determine goals for your child.

4. Get copies of any new evaluation to read.

5. Make a list of your important points.

6. REview your child's previous IEP for appropriateness and progess made.

7. Get a copy of the special education laws (federal and state). www.access.gpo/su_docs/aces/aces140.html
8. Visit potential program settings. 

9. Keep a notebook and document everything!

10. Plan where you will sit at the meeting. (sit next to the most powerful person in the room).

 

Day of The Meeting 

1. Make sure you eat!

2. Wear clothes that make you feel good!

3. Shake hands and make eye contact with everyone in the room. 

4. Consider your body language - its like a sales call; don't show yoru feelings, mimic their body language, stay relaxed.

5. Speak, ask questions, contribute.

 

After the Meeting 

1. Review the IEP.

2. Make sure IEP is implemented.

3. Ask questions about the progress and goals.

4. Ask for activities to carry over at home.

5. Ask for IFSP/IEP review if issues arise and you can't work them out alone with the teachers or therapists.
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